
EXAMINATION CONTENT OUTLINES FOR 
SALESPERSON AND BROKER 

The Examination Content Outlines have been approved by the 
Division of Professional Licensure. These outlines reflect the 
minimum knowledge required by real estate professionals to 
perform their duties to the public in a competent and 
responsible manner. Changes in the examination content will 
be preceded by changes in these published examination 
content outlines. 

Use the outlines as the basis of your study. The outlines list all 
of the topics that are on the examination and the number of 
items for each topic. Do not schedule your examination until 
you are familiar with all topics in the outlines. 

Number of Time 
Examination Portion Questions Allowed 

General 80 150 Minutes 
--- - - - - ------- - - - - - - - - - - - - - . - - --- --------- ----

Salesperson State 40 90 Minutes 
-------------- ---------------- ----------------

Both 120 240 Minutes 

General 80 150 Minutes 
-------- - - ---- - - - - - - - - - - - . - - - - ----------------

Broker State 40 90 Minutes 
--------- - - --- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ---------- - -----

Both 120 240 Minutes 

EXPERIMENTAL QUESTIONS 

In addition to the number of questions per examination, a 
small number of five to ten "experimental" questions may be 
administered to candidates during the examinations. These 
questions will not be scored and the time taken to answer them 
will not count against the examination time. The 
administration of such non-scored experimental questions is an 
essential step in developing future licensing examinations. 

GENERAL PORTION 
(REAL ESTATE PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES) 

Property ownership (Salesperson 7 items/Broker 6 items) 
1. Classes of property

a. Real versus personal property
b. Defining fixtures

2. Land characteristics and legal descriptions
a. Physical characteristics of land
b. Economic characteristics of land
c. Types of legal property descriptions
d. Usage of legal property descriptions
e. Physical descriptions of property and

improvements
f. Mineral, air and water rights

3. Encumbrances and effects on property ownership
a. Liens (types and priority)
b. Easements and licenses
c. Encroachments

4. Types of ownership
a. Types of estates
b. Forms of ownership
c. Leaseholds
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	PERSONAL PROPERTY (personalty or chattel)
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	MASSACHUSETTS PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES
	THE LAW OF AGENCY

	THE OFFER (Offer to Purchase)
	COMMISSIONS
	TAX MODEL – Determining Annual Property Tax
	ANSWER: .02  per  $1    $20,000 divided by $1,000,000
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	 Bylaws Of Association are recorded Rules and Regulations of self-government (buyer entitled to see these before deciding to buy – enforceable in court.
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